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Annual Meeting and Open House Announcement

The Friends of the Charlotte Harbor Aquatic Preserves is having our 11t Annual
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On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Friends of the Charlotte Harbor Aquatic

Preserves, we would like to invite you to be our guest at the Friends 11t Annual
Meeting and Open Housé

When: Saturday, February 27, 2010, Activities starting 7am and going until 1:00pm.
Where: 12301 Burnt Store Rd, Punta Gorda, FL

Activities
7:00am T Guided Nature Hike on the Preserve - Early morning is the best time to see wildlife!

*8:30am T Breakfast i Comejoin us for breakfast after the hike!
9:30am 1 Annual Board Member Elections & Business Meeting

10:00am i Captain Ralph Allen presents i. AOOOAS8 O 3AAOAOO A1 O &EOLAET C
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your own fisecret fishing spots 0.

11:00am to 1:00pm i Hay Ride i Come take a ride through the Preserve!

Just to recap the busy year we have had in 2009

The Friends have assisted funding exotic plant control;

Conducted restoration on the Preserve State
Removed several hundred pounds of trash in Matlacha Pass Aquatic Preserve at the Annual In-
ternational Coastal Cleanup;

Provided support for the Charlotte County Seagrant Scallop Search in Gasparilla Sound
Charlotte Harbor, and Lemon Bay Aquatic Preserve;

Conducted paddles and wading trips for National Estuaries Days;

Co-sponsored the Annual Southwest Florida Environmental Breakfast;

Provided support funding for the Charlotte Harbor Nature Festival,

Contributed $5,000 (with $5,000 match from the State) toward the construction of a new
laboratory at the Preserve Office for continuing water quality and biological data collection.
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Come join us to find out what we will be up to in 2010!

* Please RSVP no later than February 22, 2010 by emailing usiait@fchap.orgor calling the Preserve
Office at 9415755861.Please indicate which activities you would like to attend and if you would like to
have breakfast.
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The Charlotte Harbor Preserve State Park and the Charlotte H
Agqguatic Preserves are an ama
preserves provide protected habitat for many species of plants
animals. The Charlotte Harbor staff is currently working on sev
projects to make the lands of the Preserve State Park and the
of the Aquatic Preserves more productive for all kinds of wildlife.

We are always working to eradicate exotic plants in the Pres
and this past year we were provided with funding from the Flo
Fish And Wildlife Conservati

Plant Management and the National Fish and Wildlife Federatign to:
undertake treatment of Brazilian pepper, Melaleuca, Seaside mahg
Old world climbing fern and Cogon grass in the Cape Cora

Management Unit. This project cost over $150,000, and woul

have been possible without the funding secured by Environmentad

Speciali st [ Annette Niels
ecosystems and the techniques used in habitat restoration, mal
one of the top biologists in the state of Florida.

This time of year finds our fire crew hard at work. Lead Ranger
ha

Eric Kalbfleisch with Rangers John Salem and Rory Booher are
at work preparing fire management zones for prescribed burns
performing maintenance on the
there. They are also a part of the crew that works under the dire
of Burn Boss, Jay Garner. Jay is an Environmental Specialist
the Preserve. He spends several days evaluating the ecol
conditions and preparing the burn prescription for each burn site
also insures that all of the proper meteorological conditions
exactly right prior to initiating a prescribed burn. This crew

Southwest Florida as one of the best. They have assisted s

other parks on wildfire control duties and with prescribed burning,

Other projects are in the planning stages. We are curr

Preserve.
efforts in the project area. This is the third phase of a project
total cost of over $3,000,000. The Coral Creek Surface
Improvement and Management project will be backfilling ditc
and reconfiguring the Rotonda drainage system outfalls in the
Haze Management Unit. Both of these projects will provide be
water quality and quantities to the Aquatic Preserves.

None of these activities would be possible without the woma
the front desk. Marjorie Guarracino provides administrative sup
for all aspects of Preserve management. She also is usually th

the office. Her wonderful smile and attitude help us to get out al
reports on time, track the funds that make all of our work poss
and meet the requirements of a complex state purchasing sy
(along with a thousand other things that she does). We are fort
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to have such a fine team of men and women working here at {#gge 7:FCHAP Membership Form

Preserves. The extraordinary efforts of each member, and the
as a whole, are what makes Charlotte  Harbor such a special
to visit and why our efforts to preserve and protect our environn
are so successful.
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Fishing by kayak has become a fast growing water activi

firbetter yet could be fishing for a trophy Tarpon, trophy Snook ol

Florida; or so | learned just recently. Just think instead of paying| bidjer favorites such as Red Fish, Sea Trout, Snapper, Jack
fuel prices, high payments and high insurance costs for a large Siwspshead, Flounder etc. Cape Coral boasts some 450 miles of cal

you could be out on the water enjoying nature like it was inte
I met Dominick, his wife Cheryl, and one of their sons, Tyler, a
Calusa Blueways Festival on Pine Island on Octob&r Bhey were
there with their beautiful, fully equipped kayaks.
learning experience. There is so much you can do and add to
kayaks to make them the most enjoyable and efficient for all kin
hobbies, not just fishing. For example there is a leaning post yo
add that would be perfect for a birder or photographer. You can
canopy, a remote controlled trolling motor (my personal favo
removable casting platform, stabilizers that are adjustable
removable that adds 150 Ibs extra weight capacity, an elec
package and much more. | guess you can say | am was an inst
and will now be saving my pennies for a kayak with at least a le
post, a remote controlled trolling motor and of course classes by
passionate pros!

Kayak Charters provides top of the line kayak accessories, gui

fishing charters, guided eco tours, personal instruction, classes
memberships, clinics on all facets of kayaking, kayak fishing
more! They also offer team building events, where companies
organizations can learn about kayaking and kayak fishing and
team skills and great moral, which is their most sought after pro
They also do company retreats! Check out their sitg
www.kayakcharters.comor give them a call at (239)42/23.
They have tons of options for you to enjoy, learn, consult on rig
your own and outfit your kayak, or you could charter with one of
fully decked out kayaks. Whether you want to learn, tour or kayak
you are guided, trained and taught at your pace by industry
Staffers.

We are very fortunate to be in beautiful southwest Florida.
could be enjoying nature watching,

The past few years have seen a lot of technological changes
have made our lives very different. Cell phonesnail, the

theth fresh and saltwater. So even if the weather is less than desirak
tthere are many areas that can be fished by kayak that are extrem
protected from the wind.

It was quite a
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Article written by Rebecca Jenkins

Dominick Greco teaching kids how to fish. They all got to see
the fish one of the students caught just before it got away.

th@ece of paper for cachers to log in. Hundreds of geocachers visit
these sites every year and report their visit on the Geocaching.com

internet, etc. have certainly changed everyday life. One of thevebsite.

things that hasnét change

spending time outdoors. A game called Geocaching combines n d

the pleasure of spending time  outdoors with hand held Glo
Positioning Systems (GPS) to create a challenging and f
experience.
Geocaching is a higtech treasure hunting game played
throughout the world by adventure seekers equipped with G
devices. The basic idea is to locate hidden containers, cal
geocaches, outdoors and then share your experiences on
Geocaching is enjoyed by people from all age groups, with
strong sense of community and support for the environment.
The Charlotte Harbor Preserve State Park has approximately
geocaches spread throughout the Preserve. All of them hay
logbook for cachers to sign in and document their prowess
posterity. Some are as large as old ammo boxes or Tupperw
containers and they contain small prizes that can be exchan
for prizes that cachers can leave behind. Some are as small
lipstick container or a 35mm film canister and only have a smal

d You tan also mmack yow mdny uvisgors have beenua eadh caetee,
read their comments. It os

pabve had a close encounter with a wild hog, or, with the clouds of

umosquitoes that can be present in the rainy season.

For more information about Geocaching, please visit their website
at: www.geocaching.com
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Article by John Aspiolea, Manager
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http://www.kayak-charters.com
http://www.geocaching.com

